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Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

School Return – August 2020 

 

As Head Teacher, I am delighted to be able to welcome your child / young person back to 
school. I am writing to you today to update you on our next steps together and to say a 
sincere thank you for your support during the school closure period.  
 
Firstly, I would like to explain what the first week back will look like for your child / young 
person. As you may already know, the Scottish Government directive is that all children 
and young people will return to school and early learning by 18th August at the latest. To 
ensure that all children and young people return safely, a phased return is necessary.  
Please see the return date and timings for year groups below.  
  
Highland Council has created a new education page which I would encourage you to visit: 
www.highland.gov.uk/backtoschool. You will find additional information on here which 
includes updated Frequently Asked Questions which have been put together for Parents.  
 

Return date and timings for year groups/full school 
 
We will be having a full return to school on Wednesday 12th August for ELC and for P1-7 
children. However, this week we will have a staggered start to allow everyone to get used 
to the new routines. Children will be asked to line up at the following entrance points. This 
means that they will not be going into the playground before school begins. To help 
ensure we don’t have children waiting, children should only arrive for their times given 
below.  Class teachers will collect them from these entrance points and at the end of the 
day this is where children will leave school from. We will also stagger this slightly so not all 
children are trying to access the same door at the same time when leaving. P1-3 will still 
finish at 2.45pm and P4-7 at 3pm but for the first week these will be staggered.  To help 
maintain Social distancing please only come to collect your child at the time they leave 
school.  Most P4-7 children walk home by themselves but if you are coming to collect 
them maybe discuss a meeting place such as the front gate/ park as we are trying to have 
as few parents in the school grounds as possible at any one time.  
 

P7 9am-  will use the middle entrance doors – signs will be up to show which classes use 
which door.   They will leave school at 3pm.  
 

P6 9am - will use the bottom gate (this is the gate closest to the park) They will leave 
school at 3pm.  
 

P5 9.10am – will use the bottom gate (this is the gate closest to the park) They will leave 
at 2.55pm.  

 Please ask for: 

 

Direct Dial: 

E-mail: 

Date: 

Miss F.Jamieson 

Acting Head Teacher 

01463 725920 

inshes.primary@highland.gov.uk 
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P4 and P4/5 9.10am – will use the middle entrance.  They will leave at 3pm.  
 

 

P3 and P3/4 9am-   will use the main entrance to school (the one they would normally 
use)  They will leave 2.45pm for P3s and 3pm for P4s.  
 

P2 and P2s from the P1/2 9am - will use the top gate (this is the gate that leads to the 
After School club garden)  They will leave school at 2.45pm 
 

P1 and P1s from the P1/2 9.20am – will use the top gate (this is the gate that leads to 
the After School club garden). Parents of P1 children may come right up to the door with 
their children as it is their first day but please remember to keep to 2M social distancing 
guidance.  Unfortunately, we will not be able to have parents in the building due to current 
guidance.  They will leave school at 2.40pm.  
 

Safe Lunchtime/breaktime routines 
 
After consultation with catering staff, we will be having a “grab and go” lunch option for the 
first few weeks back.  This will allow the catering team to prepare for when we are able to 
offer further lunch choices. The lunch will consist of soup, choice of sandwich, home 
baking and fruit and veg sticks.  Children are encouraged to bring their own water bottle to 
school but there will also be bottled water available.  
Lunches will be eaten in classrooms for the first few weeks to allow the children to settle 
back in and become familiar with new routines.   
After lunch, children will be able to go outside into the playground where we will have 
designated areas for each year group to help minimise contact with different year groups.  
We will also have staggered lunchbreaks.   
The free school entitlement from last year continues until 14th and thereafter 20/21 
approved applications.  
Break times will also be staggered between P1-3 and P4-7, and they will also have 
designated areas.  Initially, we will not have our snack bar open, but there will be fruit 
available for any child who may have forgotten their snack. 
 
Safe hygiene routines and protocol 
 
We will be continuing to follow Scottish Government advice as well as local guidance from 
Highland Council to update risk assessments.  Hand washing remains key and this will be 
reinforced through signage in the school as well as by staff.  On entry to school, children 
will be asked to use the hand sanitiser before entering the building.  They will also be 
washing hands throughout the day but especially when entering/leaving class/building, 
before/after food and before/after using any equipment.   
When intimate care is needed, staff will be wearing PPE.  Where staff are not able to keep 
2m distance from a child and are with them for a period of more than 15minutes a 
mask/visor will be worn.  
Children are able to take in their schoolbag with them, but we ask that his should just have 
what is needed for the day, pencil case, chrome book, water bottle and packed lunch.  
Toys should not be taken in from home at this time.  
We will not be using cloakrooms, bags and jackets will be stored on/under seats.   
Parents/Carers please remember to keep 2m Social Distancing when dropping 
off/collecting children.  When you have dropped off/collected your child, please make your 
way out of school grounds to ensure we have as few people in the school grounds as 
possible.  
Those parents who require a parking permit due to their own medical needs or ASN needs 
of their child will continue to be able to use the available spaces in the car park.   
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Guidance from Scottish Government also advises that children should have a different set 
of clothes each day as a way of helping reduce the spread of infection. We understand 
that there is a lot of change, but we hope you can appreciate this is all being done to 
create a safe environment for all pupils and staff so all children can continue to benefit 
from being in the school setting.  
 
School localised transport arrangements 

 
On school transport staff and pupils will be asked to wear masks unless they are in the 
exempt category.  
 
First term curricular engagement 

 
We will be using the Highland Council’s Recovery Learning Planning documents which 
focus on the key benchmarks for literacy, numeracy and health and wellbeing, with our 
priority being to ensure that your child/children feel safe and happy on their return to 
school.   
Staff will be spending time getting to know them so that they are able to make their school 
experience as fun and exciting as possible.  
 
Wellbeing support 
 
Our priority is firstly to ensure the safety of all pupils, families and staff. To this end, we 
have followed the Highland Council guidance on risk assessments and will continue to 
adapt our procedures as the guidance form Scottish Government and Highland Council is 
updated.  Our other priority is the wellbeing of all.  We understand and appreciate that 
children will have a range of emotions about coming back to school, and we are also 
aware that some children will be happy and excited about returning, whilst others may be 
worried and anxious.  It will be important that time is given for staff to discuss the 
experiences the children have had during school closure so that we are able to support 
them in their feelings.  We will be using the resources prepared by Highland Council to 
support HWB and to inform our planning going forward.  We are also here to support our 
families, so please get in touch if we can help in any way.  
PE will continue but this will be outdoors, children can come with their gym kit under their 
uniform or take a change of clothes in their bag.   
 
Early Years arrangements (primary only) 
 
ELC will open as normal on Wednesday 12th August.  Children and parents will come to 
the nursery gates rather than the nursery door for drop off and collection.  Mrs K Bruce will 
be in touch this week with further information on the ‘Being Me’ and the parent guide for 
learning journeys. She will also be able to tell you which room your child will be in and 
which key worker they have been allocated.  Mrs Bruce will also share with you the option 
of having a ‘nursery settle’ as we were unable to do this prior to the holidays.  
 

Out of School Care arrangements (primary only) 
  

Breakfast Club will not start until Thursday 13th August.  In breakfast club children will 
be sitting with their own year groups to help minimise additional contacts.  ELC children 
will remain in the nursery setting.  

After School Club will start from Wednesday 12th August where we will be using 
additional spaces to help minimise contact with other groups.  Nursery children will remain 
in the nursery setting, P1-3 children will be using the starry room and outside nursery 
garden, with P4-7 children using the hall and outside playground.   
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There will be no other After School Clubs such as hockey, cross country, badminton until 
at least after the October holidays.  
 
 
Once again, I would like to take the opportunity to thank you for your support at this time 
and look forward to being able to open our school doors again on the 12 August. We are 
all excited to welcome the children back to school.  Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if 
you have any queries.  I hope you all enjoy the final week of the holidays.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 

MISS F. JAMIESON 

ACTING HEAD TEACHER 


