
Inshes Parent Council Meeting Minutes

Inshes Primary School

Tuesday 11  th   June 2019 @ 7:30pm  

1 Welcome and Apologies

Present
Linsay Campbell (Chair)
Jane Scott
Karen Main
Joanne Peterkin
Sally Mackay
Susannah Sturrock
Christine Mackenzie
Daria Starinska
Carolyn Cload
Lee-Ann Mackenzie
Lizzie King
Barbara M. Irvine, Highland Action 
Group for ASN & Education co-
founder
Andrew Jarvie, Councillor
Ken Gowans, Councillor
Fiona Jamieson, Acting Head 
teacher

Apologies
Carolyn Caddick, Councillor
Duncan Macpherson, Councillor
Gillian Laws
Tracy Brown
Jillian Gray
Angela Ogg
Michelle Vivers
Angie Mackenzie

2 School Update

Miss Jamieson gave an update on what’s happening in the school:  

The School Improvement priorities for 2019/20 will be:
 Rights Respecting Schools  Award  program. RRSA is  an initiative

run  by  UNICEF  UK,  which  encourages  schools  to  place  the  UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child at the heart of its ethos and
curriculum. Our school’s application for Rights Respecting Schools
Bronze award  is ready. 

 Gaelic as the second additional language will be a priority for the
next year, as  French has been incorporated into the learning as
the  first  additional  language.  Teachers  have  received  lots  of
training  in  French.  Gaelic  and  French  languages  are  taught  at
Millburn Academy to which Inshes children normally  transfer for
their Secondary Education. 

 Reading and Comprehension is one of the main school priorities for
the next year.

 STEM  (Science,  Technology,  Engineering  and  Maths)  program.
Millburn  Academy  and  UHI  representatives  visited  our  school
during the Science week with lessons involving a lot of scientific
experiments. 
 



Staffing: 
Mrs Wood is back on her phased return.
The staffing allocation for 2019/20 has not yet been finalised, the school
is waiting for ASN teachers and PSA allocations to come. We may have
13 classes (possibly including a composite).  There have been a lot of
placing requests this spring.

3 Financial Update
The PC Treasurer Jane informed us that we have about £5,700 in the
bank. The P5/P6/P7 Movie Night raised £239.11.

4 Funding Requests

The Parent Council has recently funded:
• P7 leavers gifts;
• Hama Beads for After-school Club;
• Sports Day medals and ice-cream van;
• Nursery graduation gifts.
A  new  funding  request  has  been  submitted  to  the  PC  today.  Inshes
Hockey asked for £30  for prizes for the hockey tournament being held
next week. The Parent Council agreed to support this request.

5 ASN (Additional Support Needs) cuts (Barbara Irvine)
As you may be aware the Highland Council announced plans to reduce
the  number  of  additional  support  needs  teachers  and  pupil  support
assistants over the next three years. Barbara Irvine, the co-founder of
the  Highland  Action  Group  for  ASN  &  Education,  joined  the  Parent
Council meeting. She stated that these cuts would affect all children with
or without ASN, there would be a reduction in available teaching time for
all, affecting both primary and secondary school children. She said that
there  had been no  public  consultation  before  the  ASN re-design  was
proposed by the Highland Council.
Barbara Irvine raised the following questions:
• What the ASN staffing and PSA (Pupil Support Assistant) staffing will be
and what cuts to staffing levels there will be in Inshes Primary School?
Miss Jamieson informed us that there were no ASN allocations and no
PSA allocations yet.
• How many children have Inshes got at level 3 ASN and same for level 4
ASN?
Miss Jamieson was not sure she could divulge this information.
• How many children require 1-1 but don’t receive due to lack of staffing 
at the moment?
Miss Jamieson informed us: “We don’t say that a child has 1-1 support as
this is not the term used, but the level of support they need would be
detailed in their Child’s Plan. This may involve them receiving significant
support to meet their needs etc.”
• How many children do they have that aren’t in school full time with 
ASN in this current year and how many aren’t attending at all?
Miss Jamieson informed us that there were some pupils weren’t in school



full time, but this was on their child plan. There were no school refusers.
•  Can we also ask how the cuts to ASN support, PSAs will specifically 
impact with things like the groups that are supposed to be taking place 
(the gross motor skills, fine motor skills, social skills) and classroom 
support for emotional as well as practical needs.
Miss  Jamieson  informed  us  that  Pupil  Support  Assistants  work  with
occupational health and language issues, ASN teacher is not needed for
that.
• What happens next year, the year after, when there is even less 
support, resulting in more frequent occurrences of this type of event? 
How are they planning to mitigate?
Andrew Jarvie, Councillor, expressed the opinion that the ASN redesign
was done without looking how it would work in this area. It should be
evidence and policy led.
Ken Gowans, Councillor, supposed that reality is going to hit not before
there is some damage.
Barbara Irvine  informed us  that peaceful  demonstrations  against  ASN
cuts would take place in Inverness on 27th June 2019, 8:30am – 2:00 pm
near  the  Highland  Council  HQ,   as  well  as  in  Fort  William,  Golspie,
Ullapool, Wick. 
Post-meeting update:
Miss Jamieson has kindly got back to us with some further information as
regards to Barbara Irvine’s questions:
There are 38 level 3 ASN children and 14 level 4 ASN children in the
school. Fiona also told they will be losing 1 ASN member of staff who had
planned to leave her post (so leaves a vacant post).

6 Recent Events. Movie night
The Movie Night organized by the Parent Council took place on the 30th

of May. P6 and P7 pupils were invited and we opened up the Movie Night
to all P5s as well. The Movie Night raised £239.11 and we got very good
feedback from the children. As the event was a great success the Parent
Council  decided  to  hold  another  Movie  Night  for  P5/P6P7 pupils  next
school year. It was agreed that it would be a Christmas themed movie
and the date of 29th of November was set. 
Many thanks to everyone who helped with the Movie Night!



7 Future Events and Fundraising Ideas. Summer Disco

The next fundraising event planned is the school disco which is to take
place on the 27th of June. Jane will arrange the list of jobs to do and Daria
will make a post on Inshes Mums and Dads FB group page and send out
an email to the parents. 
We decided to create an Inshes Primary Parent Council Facebook group
to simplify  communication  between the  Parent  Council  members  and
helpers. Lee-Ann will do that.
The dates for the  following Parent Council events were set:
• Christmas Movie Night  for P5-P7 will take place on 29th November,
• Fancy Dress Disco will take place on 10th October.
Linsay will arrange the school lets and the disco booking.

8 F  unding for Bikes and Helmets for Bikeability Sessions   
Linsay was happy to inform us that the Parent Council  application for
funding  three  bikes  and  helmets  for  Bikeability  Sessions  from  the
Highland Council  Ward Discretionary  Fund was approved.  The sum is
£350. 
Sally who as a parent volunteer has been assisting Teachers with the
running of Bikeability Sessions for classes P5-P7 for the last three years
will look into the matter of purchasing the bikes.

8 Highland Parent Council Partnership 
The last meeting of the Highland Parent Council Partnership took place
on 23rd May 2019. The minutes of the meeting can be downloaded here.
Linsay informed us  that Mr William Sinclair  had stood down as HPCP
Chair  due  to  a  family  move  away  form Highland,  so  the  HPCP  were
looking for volunteers to replace him.
The HPCP was very supportive to the local activist groups specialising in
ASN matters as regards to raising concern about the changes to ASN
provision and PSA staffing.

7 Pupil Council Update

Miss Jamieson gave us an update on Pupil Council activities. The school’s
Eco Council  helped and supported P3 pupils and Ms Martin with their
application  to  the Learning  through  Landscapes  Local  School  Nature
Grants Programme. 
The Pupil  Council  and the Eco Council  are planning a sponsored walk
fundraiser.

8 Local Community Update
Linsay  informed  us  that  Inshes  Park  Association  is  looking  for  new
volunteers; so if you are interested please contact Linsay for more detail.
The  new skate park would be built as a part of the second phase of
Inshes Park.
Ken let us know that the planning permission for a new Costa Coffee
drive-through facility in Inshes Retail Park had been granted.

http://www.highlandpcp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/HPCP-minutes-23-May-2019.pdf


9 AOB
Acting Head Teacher Interviews
Ken  advised  us  that  he  made  a  formal  request  to  South  Area Care and
Learning  Manager  asking  that  Councillors  and  Parent  Councils
representatives of Milton of Leys and Inshes Primary School respectively,
be  invited  to  take  part  in  Acting  Head Teacher  interviews  to  ensure
democratic, open and transparent selection process. 
Post-meeting update:
Ken Gowans  as  a  Councillor  and Daria  Starinska  as  a  Parent  Council
representative  took  part   in  Acting  Head  Teacher  interviews;  the
candidate was not approved.
Miss Jamieson informed the parents that she had been asked to continue
as  Acting  Head  Teacher  at  Inshes  Primary  whilst  Ms  Jansson  is  on
secondment. Miss Jansson is due to return to her post as Head Teacher
at Inshes Primary School around Easter 2020.

10 Date of Next Meeting

Next Parent Council meeting will take place on Tuesday 3rd September,
7.30pm  at  the  school.  This  meeting  is  an  AGM.  New  Parent  Council
members welcome!
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