
Inshes Parent Council Meeting Minutes

Inshes Primary School

Tuesday 19  th   March 2019 @ 7:30pm  

1 Welcome and Apologies

Present
Linsay Campbell (Chair)
Jane Scott
Karen Main
Joanne Peterkin
Sally Mackay
Tracy Brown
Daria Starinska

Ken Gowans, Councillor
Duncan Macpherson, Councillor

Fiona Jamieson, Acting Head 
teacher
Claire Wood, Acting Depute Head 
teacher

Apologies
Carolyn Caddick, Councillor
Christine Mackenzie
Susannah Sturrock
Gillian Laws
Carolyn Cload, parent

2 School Update

Miss Jamieson gave an update on what’s happening in the school:  

 Staffing: Miss Carson is back on her phased return. Mrs Wood will
be on leave for around 6 weeks.

 STEM: The  school  is  focusing  on  STEM  (Science,  Technology,
Engineering  and  Maths)  program.  We  are  supported  in  this  by
SSERC (Scottish Schools Education Research Centre). The school
was visited by Millburn Academy and UHI representatives during
the Science week. P6 lessons on renewable energy are going really
well.

 Reading and Comprehension: Mrs. Wood is leading this program.
Currently the focus is on reading and inference.

 Digital  literacy: The  pupils  are  very  confident  with  the
Chromebooks.  Miss  Carson will  resume working  with  the Digital
Leaders group.

 Eco Committee: Congratulations to the school Eco Committee who
have successfully renewed our school Green Flag award status. 

 The process of P7 transition to Millburn Academy is going really
well.

3 Financial Update
The PC Treasurer Jane informed us that things haven’t changed much
since our previous meeting and we still have about £6,500 in the bank.



4 Funding Requests

• Theatre production for P5 and P6
The Parent Council agreed to support in full the funding request for the
Pondlife theatre production for our P5 and P6 pupils  (£365 not including
VAT).

• P7 leavers gifts
The school requested if we could fund P7 leavers’ gifts as we have done
in the past. This was agreed and the school clerical assistant would send
details to Jane.
• Hama Beads for After-school Club
The After-school Club  asked if the Parent Council could fund several sets
of Hama Beads for the after-school club activities. This was agreed too
and the After-school Club would forward the receipt to Linsay.

5 Future Events and Fundraising Ideas. Movie night

Ken advised that Kellie Calder from Milton of Leys Parent Council was
happy to answer questions to help with the movie night organisation.
Linsay will speak to Kellie. 
After the extensive discussion it was agreed that:

 The date of the movie night  will be Thursday, the 23rd of May;
 We will have one night for  P4-P7 pupils;
 As to the ticket numbers Miss Jamieson informed us that the school

hall capacity is 170 sits if only blue chairs are used and  240 sits
maximum. We’ll use 170 sits;

 There will be a mid-time break;
 We’ll use pre-packed food: juice, crisps, popcorn, so we’ll need no

hygiene certificates;
 We’ll need parent helpers for the night;
 We’ll ask pupils to design a ticket;
 Movie will be chosen by pupils. If you have any ideas as to the list

of the movies to choose from please email your thoughts to the
Parent Council.

The next fundraising event planned is the school disco which is to take
place on the 27th of June.

6 Highland Parent Council Partnership 
The next meeting of the Highland Parent Council Partnership is to
take  place  on  Friday  22nd of  March  2019  at  1000-1300 at  the
Highland  Council  HQ,  Glenurquhart  Road.  Due to  work  or  other
committments  of  the  PC  members  we  find  it  very  difficult  to
provide a representative at this time. 



7 Pupil Council Update

Miss Jamieson gave us an update on Pupil Council activities. The school
received the Green Flag award again, the Eco Committee is doing well.
The Eco Committee also had a meeting with the school cook to discuss
ways to reduce the use of single-use plastics.

8 Local Community Update
Highland Council Consultation to Move to a Set School Easter 
Holiday
The Parent  Council  had received an email  from the Highland Council
informing that till the 15th of March parents could provide their views on
the proposal to move to a set school Easter holiday.
The current  position  is  that  school  Easter  holidays are set to include
Good Friday and Easter Monday and are therefore dependent on when
Easter falls.  As school  term dates have previously been agreed up to
session 2020/21, the proposal is to move to a set Easter break in the first
two weeks in April, with effect from 2021/22.
The information on the Highland Council proposal and the link to the web
form  for  individual  responses  had  been  shared  with  the  parents  via
Facebook  post  in  Inshes  Mums  and  Dads  group  and  via  email
correspondence.
The proposal was discussed at the PC meeting with negative or neutral
views prevailing.

9 AOB

Funding for Bikes and Helmets for Bikeability Sessions 
Sally as a parent volunteer has been assisting Teachers with the running
of Bikeability Sessions for classes P5-P7 for the last three years. Some
children are not able to ride a bicycle by the age of 10 years as they
have never had access to a bike or someone to help them to learn to
ride.
Sally raised an issue on possibility of having spare bikes and helmets in
case pupils don’t have their own bikes. Providing the use of bicycles and
helmets  will   ensure  all  children,  but  especially  those  who  are
economically disadvantaged, can learn to ride a bike safely and learn
about road safety. The bikes and helmets will be available to those that
do not have their own suitable bike. They will be stored at the school and
Pupils will not be permitted to take them home.
The Parent Council decided to make an application for funding the bikes
from the Highland Council Ward Discretionary Fund. 

Post-meeting update
The application form for funding three bikes and helmets for Bikeability
Sessions was  completed and emailed to the Highland Council.
 



Update on the School Car Park 
Miss  Jamieson  reminded  that  only  vehicles  for  disability  access  are
allowed to enter the car park between 8.30am to 9.15am and 2.30pm to
3.15pm. Miss Jamieson also informed us that the school  had visits from
the Community Police Officer and from our local Parking Enforcement
Officer to help share these messages.  

10 Date of Next Meeting

Tuesday 11th June @ 7:30 at the school.
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