
Inshes Parent Council Meeting Minutes

Inshes Primary School

Tuesday 22  nd   January 2019 @ 7:30pm  

1 Welcome and Apologies

Present
Linsay Campbell (Chair)
Christine Mackenzie
Karen Main
Joanne Peterkin
Daria Starinska

Ken Gowans, Councillor
Carolyn Caddick, Councillor
Duncan Macpherson, Councillor

Fiona Jamieson, Acting Head 
teacher
Claire Wood, Acting Depute Head 
teacher

Apologies
Jane Scott
Susannah Sturrock 
Michelle Vivers
Gillian Laws
Tracy Brown

2 School Update

Miss Jamieson gave an update on what’s happening in the school.  

Staffing
Ms. Carson is expected to return to her work as the principal teacher on
11th February.  She’ll  get back to teaching P6b,  and Mr.  Campbell  will
work with P1b covering  Mrs. Meade maternity leave.
Defibrillator
The  school  continues  their  work  on  the  project  of  acquiring  the
defibrillator for the school.
School  teachers  received  the  defibrillator  use  training.  Further  staff
training will be provided during the February inset days.
The cost  of  the defibrillator  is  £1000.  In  order  to  raise funds for  the
purchase the school has made an application for the Highland Council
funding and is going to hold a sponsored event.
School Hall Partition Repairs
The school hall partition has not been in working order since September.
Miss  Jamieson  had  a  meeting  with  the  Highland  Council  officer  with
regard to arrange the repairs. The partition wall will be taken out during
February break. As there is a need for the scaffolding it can’t be done
during the learning time. The fixing works will take 10 days and will be
finished by Easter holidays.

Post-meeting update:
The application for the Highland Council funds for the defibrillator was
successful and the school was awarded £750 contribution from the Ward



Discretionary  Fund.  Congratulations  and  best  wishes  for  continued
success!
Miss Jamieson has been informed that Ms Carson’s start date will now be
Monday 4th March for her phased return. 
Also the works on the partition wall will now not be carried out until at
least the Easter break, with a strong possibility of it not being completed
until the Summer holidays due to the length of time it will take to repair.

3 School Accounts

Miss  Jamieson  presented  the  Inshes  Primary  School  Fund  Accounts
statement to the Parent Council. She  explained what various categories
of expenditure and income entail. Linsay will sign the form  required by
the Highland Council rules.

4 Financial Update
As  the  PC  Treasurer  Jane  was  unable  to  attend  this  Parent  Council
meeting Daria related Jane’s report:

Since the last meeting the Parent Council paid for the nursery Christmas
books (£70) and school Christmas party food, mince pies for the fayre
etc (£300).
The hampers raised £900 so that’s a fantastic effort. Our Parent Council
has about £6,500 in the bank.

We didn’t have to pay for selection boxes as 100 were kindly donated by
Alex Main from Highland Office Supplies and 25 donated by the Coop
(Ken Gowans arranged these).

5 Funding Requests

• Santa’s Gifts for Nursery Children
The Parent Council had previously agreed via email correspondence to
fund Santa’s gifts (books) for nursery children (£70).

• Defibrillator for School
The Highland Council is considering the school’s application for the funds
for the defibrillator. The cost of the equipment is £1000.
The Parent Council will consider our contribution to funding the 
defibrillator.

6 Recent Events

Christmas Fayre  

Miss Jamieson informed us that the school Christmas Fayre was a great
success  and the performance of  the youth orchestra  was particularly
popular.  The  Faire  raised  just  under  £1000  for  the  school  fund.  The
collections at the Christmas concerts will be forwarded to MFR Cash for
Kids (£155.40) and Special Needs Action Project SNAP(£118.29). 



Christmas Hampers

As it  was  mentioned  in  the  Treasurer  report  the  raffle for  Christmas
hampers raised £900 which was a fantastic result.
 
On behalf of the Parent Council Linsay thanked all those who donated,
wrapped the hampers, helped at the school Fayre, sold and bought the
raffle tickets:
A big thank you to all  the parents who contributed donations for our
Christmas Hampers and to Michelle Vivers and  Angie Ogg who wrapped
the hampers.
We are so grateful to all the parents who gave up their time to help with
serving  teas  at   the  School  Fayre  and  selling  raffle  tickets  at  the
Christmas  concerts  (Linsay  Campbell,  Jane  Scott,  Muriel  Choppy,
Stephanie  King,  Carolyn  Cload  ,  San  Clunie,  Richard  Potter,  Daria
Starinska, Lee-Ann MacKenzie, Marie Gilbert, Jacqui MacVicar, Sara Bain,
Angie  Ogg,  Susannah  Sturrock,  Karen  Main,  Joanne  Peterkin,  Tracy
Brown, Sally Mackay).
A  huge  thank  you  to  Miss  Jamieson  and  the  school  office  Clerical
Assistants Mrs. B. Read, Mrs. N. Girvan-Kershaw and Mrs. L. Begg for all
their help and support. 
We are so thankful to the ladies from Inshes Church who volunteered to
help us with the teas and coffees at our Christmas Fayre.
And a special thanks to our Santa who carried out Santa’s Grotto at the
school Fayre. 
We also would like to thank the Highland Office Supplies and the Inshes
Co-op Food Store for their kind donations of the selection boxes. Your
support is greatly appreciated. 

7 Future Events
Fundraising ideas (movie night)
The  Parent  Council  has  been  looking  for  the  new  ideas  to  improve
fundraising this year.  It had been agreed at the previous meeting that
we would discuss the possibility of organising a movie night for families. 

Christine  found  the  following  information  on  cinema licencing  on  the
Highland  Council  website: “A  cinema  licence  is  NOT  needed  for:  …
Occasional and exceptional exhibitions - where premises are used on no
more than six days in the calendar year” (https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory_record/

738742/cinema/category/498/entertainment_and_public_events) .

Ken shared the information on movie night organization in Milton of Leys
Primary School. The movie night in Milton of Leys school is only open to
P6/P7 pupils. The price of the ticket is £5 per child, this includes popcorn,
hot dog, juice and sweetie. The kids are offered ice cream, sweeties and
juice at interval half way through. The  MoL Parent Council have props
for red-carpet entrance so kids can do a selfie stand with friends. The
kids choose a movie, it is  played on whiteboard or pull-down screen.

https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory_record/738742/cinema/category/498/entertainment_and_public_events
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory_record/738742/cinema/category/498/entertainment_and_public_events


After the extensive discussion it was agreed that:
 We will have two nights for younger and older kids (P1-P3 and P4-

P7 groups);
 As to the date of the disco we will aim for May. We’ll ask the school

office assistant to find a suitable date as the school hall has been
booked for other events, football, brownies, etc.

 As to the ticket numbers Miss Jamieson informed us that the school
hall capacity is 240 sits;

 Ticket price will be £2.50, popcorn and juice included;
 There will be a mid-time break;
 Parent  council  will  apply  to the parents  for  the donation of  the

popcorn  machine and the red carpet.  Ken advised we can also
consider borrowing the props from Milton of Leys Parent Council
and making a donation to their fund;

 As for the healthy food options  – Duncan advised that we could
speak to Tesco’s Community champion to ask Tesco to donate fruit
(Linsay will do that).

School disco (June 2019)
Linsay informed us that the school hall had been booked for the disco,
and our usual disco provider had been booked too.

8 Highland Parent Council Partnership 
Highland Parent Council Conference 2018 (17 Nov 2018)
The Highland  Parent  Council  Partnership  annual  conference and AGM
took  place  on  Saturday  17th  November  in  Inverness.   Christine
Mackenzie,  our  representative  at  the  event,  gave  us  a  brief  report.
Donna Manson, the new Chief  Executive of Highland Council, and other
officials  took  part  in  the  event.  William Sinclair  (Golspie  High  School
Parent Council) was elected as a new Chair of the HPCP. Joanna Murphy,
the  chair  of  the  National  Parent  Forum  of  Scotland,  delivered  a
presentation of particular interest at the Conference. 

Highland Parent Council Partnership Meeting (11 Jan 2019) 
The  last  meeting  of  the  HPCP  took  place  on  11  Jan  2019.  Daria
Starinska was our representative at the event. Lots of issues were
discussed  icluding  potential  HPCP  Involvement  in  appointment
process for permanent Head of Education, sustainable education in
Highland  schools  and  the  HPCP  role,  the  issues  of  the  teacher
recruitmet in Highlands, etc. Dr James Vance, Head of Education,
and Ros Bell, Highland Council officer, joined the second part of the
meeting.

Post-meeting update:
The  minutes  of  the  meetings  and  the  Conference  summary  are  now
available and you can download the files at the following links:

 The minutes of the HPCP AGM
http://www.highlandpcp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/HPCP-AGM-17-Nov-2018-
Minutes.pdf

http://www.highlandpcp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/HPCP-AGM-17-Nov-2018-Minutes.pdf
http://www.highlandpcp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/HPCP-AGM-17-Nov-2018-Minutes.pdf


 The annual HPCP  Conference summary 
http://www.highlandpcp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/HPCP-Annual-Conference-
Summary-17-Nov-2018.pdf

 The minutes of the HPCP meeting (11 Jan 2019)
http://www.highlandpcp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/HPCP-Minutes-11-Jan-2019-
1.pdf

9 Pupil Council update

Miss Jamieson gave us a short update on Pupil Council activities.  The
last Pupil Council meeting took place in December. The rules for canteen
behaviour and the issue of reducing food waste were discussed.

10 Local Community update

Linsay informed us that a new skate park would be build in Inshes as a
part  of  the second phase of  Inshes Park with the involvement of  the
Highland Skate Park Association.
Ken let us know that there had been a proposal for building 200 houses
in the vicinity of the Wade Circle roundabout. If the permission for the
development is granted it can potentially lead to the increase of pupil
numbers in the school.

11 AOB

None.

12 Date of next meeting

Tuesday 19th  March  @ 7:30 at the school.

http://www.highlandpcp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/HPCP-Minutes-11-Jan-2019-1.pdf
http://www.highlandpcp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/HPCP-Minutes-11-Jan-2019-1.pdf
http://www.highlandpcp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/HPCP-Annual-Conference-Summary-17-Nov-2018.pdf
http://www.highlandpcp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/HPCP-Annual-Conference-Summary-17-Nov-2018.pdf
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