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Inshes Parent Council Meeting Minutes 

Inshes Primary School 

Tuesday 4th September 2018 @ 7:30pm 

1 Welcome and Apologies 
         
Present 
 
Linsay Campbell (Chair) 
Robert Hepburn 
Danielle Griffiths  
Joanne Peterkin 
Susannah Sturrock 
Ken Gowans 
Linsay Campbell 
Daria Starinska 
Angela Ogg 
Ali Gilliland 

 
 
Sally Mackay 
Jillian Gray 
Pamela Clarkson  
Jane Scott 
Gill Laws 
 
Annika Jansson, Head teacher 
Fiona Jamieson, Deputy 
Headteacher 
Jane Melville, PSA 

Apologies 
 
Karen Main 
Christine Mackenzie 
Michelle Vivers 
Tracy Brown 
 
 

         
                             

1 Welcome and Apologies 
 
Linsay welcomed everyone to the meeting and a particular welcome to those present who 
hadn’t been to a parent council meeting before.  
 
Linsay asked how people had found out about the meeting.  Some had received the direct 
email from the parent council email account (the school is now permitted to pass email 
details from enrolment forms to the parent council whereas this wasn’t allowed 
previously) It was also felt that the Inshes mums and dads Facebook page is really 
informative.  This page isn’t run by the parent council or the school but everyone agreed 
they are very grateful to Lee-Ann as it is very useful.  There is also a Facebook P2 group. 
The school also posts notifications on Twitter and the school blog. 
 

2 Chairpersons Report 
 
Linsay gave her report on what the parent council has been up to over the last year.  She 
formally thanked everyone on the committee for giving their up their time and also to the 
helpers that come and help out at the many events. 
 
She passed on huge congratulations from the parent council to Annika and her team of 
class teachers, additional support needs staff, pupil support assistants and all other school 
staff for the recently published HMIE report. Inshes received three “very good” 
evaluations which means the school has major strengths in these areas. The parent council 
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was also specifically mentioned in the report and acknowledged for the support it 
provides to the school. 
 
Over the last year, the parent council has had four meetings and the average attendance 
has been 13 (including parents/carers, councillors’ and school staff). We have been 
represented at various external committees such as Highland Parent Council partnership 
and the Inshes park community association.  PC members have also been involved with 
pupil council and with co-ordinating active schools. 
 
We have funded shinty equipment, pantomime for the children, food for Christmas parties 
and selection boxes, Scottish Opera, tracksuits, leavers’ gifts, nursery graduation gifts and 
sports day medals and ice creams. 
 
We have raised money over the year by running three discos, raffling Christmas hampers 
and from Active sports. 
 
Challenges for the coming year will be to encourage new members and successors to 
those who will be leaving the committee as their children move to secondary school.  Also 
to continue to fundraise so we can support the school and our children. 
 

3 Treasurers Report 
 
Gill passed round her report on the income and expenditure over the year. 
 
We raised £3,132.18 through discos (£1,312.64) Christmas hampers (£842.84) and multi 
sports (£982.70). 
 
We have spent £4,917.72 on the items set out by Linsay above.  
 
The bank balance at the end of the 2017/18 session was £6,185.66. 
 

4 School Update 
 
Annika updated us on what’s happening within the school. 
 
She is delighted with the outcome of the HMIE report that was published last week and is 
very proud of all her staff and wider community for the part they all played in achieving 
such a good report.  She stressed that this would not have been achieved without a 
significant joint effort by everyone.  There is still more to do and we must not become 
complacent but continue to keep up our high standards and make further improvements 
where we can. 
 
The school priorities for 2018/19 will be: 

 Reading and comprehension 
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 Science 

 ICT (Information and Communications Technology) 

 Gaelic – as the third language, following on from French as the second language. 
 
The staffing situation is stable at the moment and everyone has settled well into the new 
term. 
 
The school is in the initial stage of discussion with a charity with a view to securing a 
defibrillator for the school. They will do some fundraising for the charity and the charity 
will provide the defibrillator and some associated training. It was agreed that this is a 
valuable piece of equipment to have access to.  
 
The school is due to receive a visit from Maree Todd, the Scottish Government Minister 
for Children and Young people on Monday 10th September. This will focus on how the 
school is implementing Getting it right for every child (GIRFEC). 
 
The school newsletter for August was posted on the blog and on Twitter on Friday and it 
was agreed this provides very useful information. The calendar is particularly helpful. 
Parents are able to sign up to notifications from the school blog if they go onto the right 
hand side under the class blogs and sign up to “Follow Blog via email”. 
 

5 New Members / Helpers 
 
We ran through the list of current committee members and confirmed those who are 
happy to remain and removed those whose children have now left the school. Jane would 
check with a couple of members who weren’t present whether they would like to remain 
on the committee or not.  The updated list is appended to this minute. 
 
Linsay said that we’d be very happy to welcome anyone new onto the committee.  The 
committee has many functions: 

 Fundraising for the school and associated groups 

 Organising events for our children / community 

 As a consultative forum for the school – to provide comment and input where 
required to e.g. annual plans 

 Communication with parents and other school parent councils 

 They have a representative at any interviews for Head teacher posts. 
 
The committee will be most effective if we have diversity of members so it would be great 
if we could encourage parents/carers who have children in nursery to P3 to start to come 
along so that there is continuity for the future as those with older children leave. 
 
Daria and Pamela confirmed that they are happy to become members of the committee.  
Post meeting note – Joanne, Danielle and Robert also confirmed they are happy to become 
members. 
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Office bearers 
Linsay is happy to continue as Chair for a second year. 
 
Gill wishes to step down as Treasurer after many years of carrying out office bearer roles. 
There were no volunteers for the role. 
 
Jane wishes to step down as Secretary after 3 years.  Daria volunteered to take over the 
Secretary role and this was welcomed.  Proposed by Linsay and seconded by Gill.  Jane will 
pass the Gmail account details and other information to Daria in the next couple of weeks. 
 
Jane is willing to move into the Treasurer role in the absence of any other volunteers 
provided she has the support of some other committee members if needed for banking, 
cash and carry runs etc.  Angie, Sally and Pamela and Susannah indicated their willingness 
to assist with this.  Proposed by Gill and seconded by Linsay.  Gill passed the 
documentation to Jane and we will need to update cheque signatories etc. on the account. 
 

6 AOCB 
 
Cycling Proficiency 
Sally has been involved with helping out at the school on cycling proficiency for a few 
years.  We are very grateful to her for the work she has put into this.  They are always 
looking for new parent volunteers to get involved and if anyone is interested, they should 
contact the school. Sally also wondered whether there was any possibility of having a 
couple of spare bikes in case pupils don’t have their own bikes.  There are several issues 
with this (maintenance, storage etc.) but Annika and Jane would consider what options 
might be possible. 
 
Out of school care invoicing 
Ken advised that he is aware of issues with the Highland Council invoicing of out of school 
care. A new system was introduced last year but there have been problems with it. Some 
parents have overpaid and some may not have received a bill for some time. He intends to 
ask for a complete review of the system. 
 
Fixed Easter break 
Ken also highlighted that the Highland Council is likely to consult on a proposal to move to 
fixed dates for the Easter Break (as opposed to currently where the break coincides with 
Easter which can be anytime between March 22nd and April 25th). There may be issues 
with this so we should ensure we are prepared to respond to any such consultation when 
it commences. There was also some discussion about the imminent changes in the senior 
posts at the Highland Council (Chief Executive, Director of Care and Learning and the Head 
of Education, Care and Learning Service) and the budget challenges that the Council will 
face again in 2018/19. 
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Pupil Council 
Angie is happy to be the parent council representative who attends the pupil council 
meetings and Annika would let her know when the next meeting will be. 
 
Disco – Thursday 1st November 
We have set the date of 1st November for the next disco. Linsay will check the school let 
and the disco booking. Following from on from discussions at a previous meeting, nursery 
to primary 3 parents would be asked to stay with and be responsible for their children at 
the disco. Parents need not be present at the later disco but they still need to be 
responsible for collecting their children. 
 
The disco times would remain as 6:30 to 7:15 and 7:30 to 8:15. It was agreed to use the 
side door for those leaving the first disco so that congestion at the entrance can be 
reduced. We really need some more new helpers signed up before that date and Linsay 
would post on the Facebook page asking for volunteers to email the parent council Gmail 
account – inshesprimarypc@gmail.com so that we can have a list of names against duties 
before we break up for the October holidays. 
 

6 Date of next meetings 
 

 Tuesday 13th November 

 Tuesday 22nd January  

 Tuesday 19th March 

 Tuesday 11th June 
 
All at 7:30pm in the school. 
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Inshes Parent Council 2018/19 

Office Bearers 

Chair  
Linsay Campbell (P6) 
Vice Chair   
Vacant 
Secretary  
Daria Starinska (P3/Nursery) 
Treasurer   
Jane Scott (P5/P6) 
 

Members 

Jillian Gray   P4 

Sally Mackay  P4 

Angela Ogg   P5 

Michelle Vivers  P6 

Tracy Brown  P7 

Ken Gowans  P5 

Susannah Sturrock P3 

Karen Main   P3 

Christine Mackenzie P6 

Joanne Peterkin  P2/P5 

Pamela Clarkson  P2 

Danielle Griffiths  Nursery/P1 

Robert Hepburn  Nursery/P1 

 

School Representatives 

Ms Jansson 

Miss Jamieson 
 


