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Inshes Parent Council Meeting Minutes 

Inshes Primary School 

Tuesday 23
rd

 January 2018 @ 7:30pm 

1 Welcome and Apologies 

         

Present 

 

Linsay Campbell (Chair) 

Gillian Laws 

Susannah Sturrock 

Karen Main 

Sally Mackay-Wood 

Tracy Brown 

Michelle Vivers 

Barbara Irvine 

Christine Mackenzie 

Pamela Clarkson 

 

 

Carolyn Caddick (Councillor) 

Duncan Macpherson (Councillor) 

Ken Gowans (Councillor) (item 11 

onwards) 

Jane Melville 

Jane Scott 

Lynn Matheson 

Annika Jansson (HT) 

Fiona Jamieson (DHT) 

Apologies 

 

Angela Ogg 

Jillian Gray 

Carolyn Cload 

Denise Harrold 

         

Linsay welcomed everyone to the meeting and said that it was great to see such a good 

turnout.  

                               

2 School Update 

 

Annika updated us on what is happening in term 3. The newsletter and calendar telling 

everybody what’s on will be published on the blog in the next week or so. 

 

There is lots going on and particular points of note are: 

• We have a stable staffing situation which is very positive.  

• There is a P4/5 concert in March. 

• P6&7 will be having workshops and performance with Scottish Opera this term and 

the parent council has paid for this. 

• There is a survey being carried out as to whether there is a demand for out of 

school care during the summer holidays. If this is considered feasible, it will be run 

by the childcare managers across the area and different locations are being 

considered, Inshes and Milton of Leys amongst these. 

 

There has also been a refresh of the school aims and we saw a poster that had been 

designed by the P7s which everyone thought was excellent. Chrome books are still being 

rolled out and digital leaders group has been set up. 
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3 Scottish Government Consultation – Empowering Schools 

https://consult.gov.scot/learning -directorate/education-scotland-bill 

 

This Scottish Government consultation closes on 30
th

 January and asks for comments on 

proposals including: 

• Establish a head teachers charter to define their responsibilities as leaders of 

learning in schools and set out the support they can expect 

• Provide the legislative underpinning for the establishment of Regional 

improvement collaboratives 

• Improve parental and community engagement in school life and learning 

• Strengthen the voice of children and young people, promoting and supporting 

pupil participation 

• Establish an Education Workforce Council to take on the responsibilities of the 

General Teaching council for Scotland and the Community Learning and 

Development Standards Council and to register other education professionals. 

 

Jane S had circulated our proposed response with the agenda for the meeting which, 

whilst was broadly supportive of all the principles above, did not support these being 

enforced in legislation. For example, there are proposed duties for parent councils and we 

are against the imposition of legal duties on us as we are all volunteers who participate in 

the parent council to support our children but we are not education professionals. We 

think any duties in legislation will deter people from being part of parent councils. Also a 

number of the proposals for head teacher are already happening in practice in our school 

and we don’t think it is necessary for these to be in legislation. 

 

If anyone has any further comments, can they send them to Jane as soon as possible? 

There were no dissenting views round the table so we will submit our response before 30
th

 

January. 

 

4 Financial Update 

 

We currently have over £8,000 in the bank, after income from the hamper raffle and costs 

of Christmas parties etc, multi sports and the panto. 

 

 

5 Funding Requests 

 

Jane Melville, PSA, asked whether the parent council would consider providing funding for 

new tracksuits for the school as the existing tracksuits are now old and some are falling 

apart. We were happy to approve funding for these and Jane to liaise with Annika and Gill 

on exact numbers and cost. 

 

Jane also asked whether the parent council could fund badminton tops and Ken suggested 

that the Council ward budget might be able to help with a donation towards these. If not, 
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the parent council may consider at a future meeting. 

 

Some parents had been raising concerns about items from packed lunches going missing 

from the cloakrooms. This has been an ongoing issue that the school is aware of and trying 

to tackle as much as they can but it is very difficult to monitor. All teachers have been 

made aware that packed lunches should be taken into classrooms. It had been suggested 

that cool boxes in classrooms might be a good idea but the school feels that this would be 

unnecessary as the temperature in the classroom is the same as in the cloakrooms. It 

would also be impractical due to the size that would be required. There is already a trolley 

for packed lunches for each class. Annika would ensure the issue is highlighted to teachers 

again. If any child has had their lunch taken, they should make staff aware and they can be 

given a school meal. 

 

The school shinty club have followed up on the request to the last meeting and asked for 

indoor sticks at a cost of £250. It was felt that it was reasonable for the club to charge a 

nominal amount for each week (e.g. the hockey club charges £10 for the term) as funding. 

Annika would ask the office to speak to Kerry on this. The parent council is happy to 

provide funding for the sticks but as there is no official committee for the shinty, we 

thought that it would be better if these are bought for the school and the club can then 

use them. Duncan had also spoken to the Camanachd association and they don’t have 

funding but there is a person at the Council that is involved with Shinty and it may be 

worth Kerry contacting him. There is a good increase in shinty being played at school. 

 

6 Recent events 

 

Christmas Hampers 

The raffle for Christmas hampers raised £842 which is a fantastic result. Thanks very much 

to all those who donated, wrapped the hampers, sold and bought tickets. 

 

7 Future events 

 

Disco – Thursday 15
th

 February  

Nursery to P3, 6:30-7:30   P4-7, 7:45 to 8:45 

 

• Linsay has booked school hall and disco and Jane has booked face painter 

• Susannah and Karen volunteered to do the Bookers run and Gill will let them know 

what’s needed for this. 

• Gill will buy more lucky dip prizes and tattoos from Baker Ross 

• Gill will organise change from bank. 

• Sally will co-ordinate nail painting and thanked all those who had donated nail 

polish following the request she made after the last disco. 

• Annika will put notices on the blog. Jane will email out for helpers on the night. 
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Parent council meetings (all at 7:30 in the school): 

• 6
th

 March 2018 

• 8
th

 May 2018 

 

Next Disco date 2018: 

• Thursday 21
st

 June 

 

8 Highland Parent Council Partnership 

 

Jane attended the annual conference on Saturday 18
th

 November, 9:30 to 3:30. 

72 parent reps attended from 49 out of the 203 schools in Highland. Lots of issues 

discussed, John Swinney was there and Highland Council officials. Minutes now available 

and Jane will circulate.   

 

The last meeting held on 28
th

 November. Jane will circulate minutes (she wasn’t able to 

attend). It was confirmed Parent Council insurance will continue to be provided by Zurich 

– packs to head teachers by early March. It is hoped to set up regional Associated Schools 

Group parent council meetings. 

Next meeting Wednesday 28
th

 Feb 10:30 to 13:30 at Highland Council – Jane can’t attend 

due to work commitments. If anyone else is able to go, can they let Jane know. 

 

9 Pupil Council Update 

 

Angie (our representative at the pupil council) wasn’t at the meeting but Annika gave a 

short update on the pupil council activities. 

 

They have worked on the school aims and Annika showed us the poster that has been 

designed. This has had input from pupils, staff and parents and everyone is delighted with 

the result. The posters will be displayed throughout the school and it was launched in 

assembly last week. All pupils will be involved in looking at some of the aims and what 

they mean in practice and to them. 

 

They are also continuing to work on the Rights Respecting schools initiative. We received 

an OutRight 2017 certificate from Unicef before Christmas and there will be an upcoming 

audit on how we’re getting on. 

 

10 Local Community update 

There haven’t been any community council meetings since our last meeting so Linsay 

didn’t have any updates from that. 

 

Carolynn drew our attention to the Masterplan brief for the Inverness East Development. 

This is the Council’s long term view on how the land to the east of Inverness campus will 

be developed. Drop in sessions are being held on this and open to the public. There is one 

at Tesco, Stoneyfield from 2-7pm tomorrow. This includes the preferred option (option 3) 
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for the link road between the A96 and A9 

 

There was discussion about the traffic at the Inshes roundabout and around the Inshes 

retail park in general. The planners are well aware of the issues here and Duncan advised 

that he knows that a proposal for a Costa is being declined by planners due to the traffic 

issues. 

 

Annika advised that the school has had no vandalism since the installation of CCTV and 

improved lighting at Inshes park and thanks the Councillors for facilitating this. 

 

11 AOB 

 

Traffic Lights at school crossing 

The traffic lights outside the school have not been working for a few days and Tracy asked 

Annika for an update. The school has been pressing for these to be fixed and we are 

assured that this will be done in the next few days. The school is highlighting the safe 

routes to pupils as there are traffic lights at the top of the road near the Co-op and also 

towards MacDonald’s. The school is doing what it can but the overall responsibility for 

children coming to and from school rests with the parents. 

 

Proposed Budget cuts to Additional Support Needs and Pupil Support Assistant provision 

Barbara highlighted the recent press coverage of Highland Council’s proposed cuts to 

Additional Support Needs and Pupil Support Assistant staff in schools and asked the 

Councillors about this. She is totally opposed to any cuts as this support is absolutely 

essential in schools. All agreed that we are against any cuts in this provision. 

 

The current provision at the school is for 391 PSA hours per week and we have 6 Full time 

equivalent ASN teachers.  

 

Carolynn explained that this proposal had been reported in the press prematurely and no 

decisions have been made on any budget proposals yet. The budgets for 2018/19 will be 

considered at the Council meeting on 15
th

 February. The proposals will be published on 

the Councils web site the week before that. At that meeting, there will be many proposals 

from all council service areas as to how to balance the budget and the councillors will 

need to decide which proposals have the least impact. It is very unlikely that the proposals 

for ASN and PSA cuts will be supported. Both Ken and Duncan indicated that they are 

totally against any cuts in this area. 

 

 

12 Date of next meeting 

 

6
th

 March  2018 @ 7:30pm in the school 

 


