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Inshes Parent Council Meeting Minutes 

Inshes Primary School 

Tuesday 7
th

 November 2017 @ 7:30pm 

1 Welcome and Apologies 

         

Present 

Linsay Campbell (Chair) 

Gill Laws 

Jane Scott 

Susannah Sturrock 

Erica Campbell 

Tracy Brown 

Jillian Gray 

Karen Main 

Lynn Matheson 

Michelle Vivers 

Angela Ogg 

Duncan Macpherson (Councillor) 

 

Annika Jansson, Headteacher 

Fiona Jamieson, Deputy Headteacher 

  

Apologies 

Denise Harrold 

Claire Grant 

Ali Gilliland 

Christine Mackenzie 

Kerry Macrae 

Sally Mackay-Wood 

Carolynn Caddick 

 

Linsay welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked Denise and Gill, outgoing Chairs 

and Claire, outgoing Treasurer, for all their hard work throughout the last number of 

years. 

                                       

2 School Update 

 

Annika reported that the school role is increasing with quite a number of new children 

joining, some with additional needs. The school has 6 full time equivalent ASN posts and 

20 PSAs and this resource is reflective of the profile of pupils needs within the school. 

Additional training is also provided for teachers and this has an impact on timetabling and 

children may not have their class teacher on occasion if there is sick leave or other teacher 

absence is needed. Supply teachers are still in short supply. The Pupil Equity funding paid 

for one additional PSA so this has been very beneficial as they can focus on helping certain 

children with literacy and numeracy. 

 

Chromebooks 

The first set of Chromebooks were delivered last week and these will be allocated to the 

P7 classes for each pupil. We are part of the pilot project for the roll out of the 

Chromebooks across all Highland schools and so there will be some teething issues (e.g. 

the wifi within the school is going to be upgraded). The P6 classes will receive 
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chromebooks soon too. The school is running an e-safety parental workshop on 28
th

 

November from 1:45 to 2:45 and all parents and carers are encouraged to attend.  

 

The Rights Respecting Schools Award 

The school is embarking on a 2 year Unicef programme on Rights, respect in schools. This 

is being led by Mr B Macdonald and the pupil council. Its aim is to embed children’s 

human rights in the schools ethos and culture. As part of this the school held a world 

awareness day last month. This week’s homework included learning about refugees and 

writing a letter to a young refugee, linked to the story of Paddington bear. Fundraising for 

Children in Need and shoeboxes will also come under this programme. 

 

Equality and Diversity Policy 

The school has an equality and diversity policy and this was updated in September. Annika 

will be posting this on the blog to promote awareness. This remains a focus area for 

Education Scotland and the school and we continue with our strategies and 

communication on anti-bullying and initiatives such as different families same love. 

 

3 Financial Update 

 

We have £8,788 in the bank and this includes £400 raised at the recent Halloween disco 

and the Highland Council allocation for parent councils of £286. Some costs are still to be 

paid out of this such as Active schools from last term. 

 

4 Funding Requests 

 

A request had been received from Kerry for Shinty equipment for the after school shinty 

club. Some equipment / sponsorship has already been provided by other organisations. 

The parent council is very supportive of the club and the principle of providing some 

financial contribution but asked for more information to be provided before deciding on 

this. It was noted that some other after school clubs charge a nominal fee (e.g. £1) to 

attend and this is often useful to purchase kit. Duncan asked whether the Camanachd 

association had been approached for support and he would look into this. 

 

As in previous years, we agreed to fund the juice, crisps and treats for the school 

Christmas parties (first one on Monday 18
th

 December) and Jillian agreed to co-ordinate 

this. We also agreed to buy the selection boxes for the school Christmas fayre (before 7
th

 

December) and Erica would look into this in conjunction with Gill. 

 

Annika asked whether we could consider covering the cost of the in school pantomime 

again this year. All classes from p1 upwards go to the performance. It was agreed to fund 

this but Annika and Gill to check on what happened last year. 

 

The school is hoping to get Scottish Opera to do some sessions with P6’s and P7s. This is 

workshops and a performance and happens every 2 years. It was agreed to provide 
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funding for this. 

 

5 Recent events 

 

Halloween Disco 

This was well attended and we raised £400. Thanks to everyone that helped. 

 

6 Future events 

 

Christmas hampers 

We normally co-ordinate the making up of hampers, asking for donations from parents, 

and then sell raffle tickets for these at the Christmas fayre and Christmas concerts. 

Michelle volunteered to lead on this again and Angie and Susan are happy to help. We 

agreed it’s worth doing a slip for schoolbags for this one as well as the normal posts on 

twitter and the blog. 

 

Christmas Fayre – 7
th

 December 

This is run by the school but Annika asked for parent volunteers to serve teas and coffees.  

Jane would email out for helpers and Susannah also volunteered to help. 

 

Planning up to June 2018 

Dates for next parent council meetings (all at 7:30 in the school) were agreed as: 

• 23
rd

 January 2018 

• 6
th

 March 2018 

• 8
th

 May 2018 

 

Disco dates 2018: 

• Thursday 15
th

 February 

• Thursday 21
st

 June 

 

Linsay would complete and submit let forms for these. 

 

 

7 Highland Parent Council Partnership 

 

The annual conference will be held on Saturday 18
th

 November, 10am to 3.30pm. Jane will 

go along as a representative from the parent council and we can have one other attendee 

if anyone is interested. Details had been circulated with the agenda for this meeting. 

 

John Swinney will be attending the conference and subjects on the agenda are the 

education governance review, cluster management of schools, budget constraints, and 

teacher recruitment amongst other things. 
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8 Pupil Council Update 

 

The pupil council is focusing on Right Respecting schools this term and Angie would go 

along to the next meeting as parent council representative. 

9 Local Community update 

Linsay had attended a recent meeting of the Inshes park community association. Phase 2 

of the park, across the road, for landscaping, planting, lighting and paths is currently out to 

tender. It is hoped that work will start early in 2018. There is discussion about the 

possibility of a skateboard park, which would allow scooters and skateboard and a kick 

pitch too. The access routes from Boswell Road and Miller gardens across the burn are 

being progressed and funding from Sustrans as this would allow children to walk or cycle 

to school without having to walk on the pavement next to the main road. 

 

CCTV and lighting has been installed in the main park and it is hoped that this will deter 

from antisocial behaviour. 

 

10 AOB 

 

Tracy would continue to look into providing roofs for the existing bike sheds through 

Mears. It was suggested that Sustrans might also be able to provide funding for this but 

the first step is to get a quote for what’s required from Mears. 

 

Duncan highlighted a report earlier in the day about a child going missing at Smithton after 

school club. Annika outlined the schools process for keeping children safe and all the 

checks and cross checks that are in place. The school is often involved even when not 

directly responsible for the children, such as when at an externally run out of school 

activity. One example was when multi sports was cancelled last week but the school kept 

the children whose parents were unable to collect them early and did activities with them 

until the normal multi sports finish time. 

 

11 Date of next meeting 

 

23 January 2018 @ 7:30pm in the school 

 


