
What is a Parent Council? 
 
A Parent Council is a group of interested parents or carers who have children 
at a specified school. All parents at a school are automatically members of the 
Parent Forum. The Parent Council is there to voice the views of the wider 
parents, to pass on information that is relevant to parents and to support the 
school in a variety of ways such as by providing feedback, ideas, skill sharing, 
organising events and fund-raising. Some Parent Councils change their name to 
something less official sounding such as Friends of … followed by school name. 
 
What do Parent Councils do? 
 
Communication – Parent Councils are here to help:  
 

 gather the views of parents on matters that impact on our children’s 
education and feed them back to the school;  

 provide a parental point of view into developing new policies and 
opportunities within the school; 

 give regular feedback to help the school in self-evaluation and 
improvement (what is and is not working); 

 link with the Parent Councils of schools within our Associated School 
Group (ASG) to share ideas, discuss transition arrangements and 
possible ways for linking up to share costs (eg transport to events); 

 link with Parent Councils at other Highland Schools via the Highland 
Parent Council Partnership (HPCP) to share best practise and to be a 
strong voice that feeds back to both Highland Council and the Scottish 
Government on educational policy and decision making. 

 
Support – Parent Council can support their schools by: 
 

 providing constructive feedback; 

 inputting into the annual improvement plan; 

 taking forward extra-curricular initiatives such as careers events; 

 utilising parent employment skills to help school staff and pupils; give 
talks, organise pupil visits and work experience opportunities; 

 recruiting parents as sports club volunteers and working with school 
sport’s co-ordinators to train parents as level 2 sports coaches so they 
can supervise pupil young sports leaders and enable inter-school sports 
to continue; 

 recruit parents with Mountain Leader qualifications to help schools with 
running Duke of Edinburgh programmes; 



 helping out with school productions on the costume, set design and 
technical side; 

 helping the school build stronger links with the community. 
 
Fund Raising  - In these harsh economic times, Parent Councils can help raise 
much needed school funds for not only extra-curricular activities and large 
items but basic learning materials that all pupils will benefit from. Here is a 
start on some fund-raising ideas: 
 

 applying for Ward Discretionary funding; 

 applying for Awards for All funding; 

 dedicated School Angel shopping portal; 

 recycling printer and toner cartridges; 

 smartie challenge (fill up empty tube with 20p’s); 

 parent curry night; 

 parent Burn’s supper; 

 sponsored events; 

 raffles and lucky number schemes; 

 summer or Christmas fair; 

 gain charitable status for Parent Council. 
 
What Parent Councils do NOT do? 
 
Parent Councils are not able to deal with individual pupil issues. If there are 
specific issues relating to a child then this should firstly be taken up with school 
Guidance staff or other normal process. If a common issue faced by parents is 
identified, this can be raised at a Parent Council meeting for discussion. 
Together a Parent Council committee and its members agree on the issues that 
the Parent Council can contribute to. 
 
 
 


