
Inshes Parent Council Meeting Minutes 

Inshes Primary School 

Tuesday 24
th

 January 2017 @ 7:30pm 

1 Welcome and Apologies 

 

Present        

Denise Harrold (Chair)  

Gillian Laws 

Ken Gowans 

Linsay Campbell 

Ali Gilliland 

Claire Grant 

Angela Ogg 

 

Annika Jannson, Headteacher 

Fiona Jamieson, Deputy Head teacher.  

Michelle Vivers 

Tracy Brown 

Lynn Matheson 

Carol Baird 

Sally Mackay 

Val Lee 

Jane Scott 

 

 

 

 

Denise welcomed everyone to the meeting and extended a special welcome to Fiona 

Jamieson who has just been appointed as Deputy Head teacher and was attending for the 

first time. 

                                            

2 School Update 

Annika gave an update on what’s happening in the school.   

 

Staffing 

Miss Jamieson was appointed as deputy head from 9
th

 January but she is currently still 

teaching full time until measures are in place so that she can reduce her teaching hours 

and take on more deputy head duties. There are also staffing changes in P2 and P1 due to 

Miss Rodgers being seconded to another school (her P2 role will be covered by Miss 

Cobban and Mrs Howitt and we will be getting a temporary post to backfill their roles).  

There is also an upcoming maternity leave and we will be recruiting a permanent post and 

also getting a teacher transferred in. Whilst Annika does her upmost to ensure stable 

staffing, there are always unforeseen events such as sickness etc that sometimes need 

resolving on a daily basis. There have been situations recently where Annika has been 

covering and on occasion we have had to spread pupils across other classes – which is not 

ideal but we have no alternative. This is an issue across Highland as there are not enough 

supply or permanent teachers. If any parents have concerns about any situation that 

arises, they are very welcome to speak to Annika to highlight their concerns. 

 

The Scottish Government recently published data about how all schools were doing – as 

they want to somehow benchmark performance in Scottish schools as it is felt that 

attainment across Scotland is behind other countries. None of the schools in Highland 

came out well in this and Annika felt that the accuracy of the data is questionable as there 



were IT problems with some submissions and there was limited notice or guidance on how 

schools should complete the survey. It is also very subjective, depending entirely on 

teachers’ judgement. 

3 Profiling and Reporting 

As discussed at the last PC meeting (and more detail in those minutes) the school 

continues to concentrate on this and recent work they’ve been doing includes compiling a 

timetable for parental engagement. The intention is to issue interim short reports in 

November 2017 and every pupil should have a learning conversation with their teacher.  

 

Some parents commented that they had seen examples of this having recently being 

asked for input into work their children had done. 

 

4 P7 Leavers 

In the past the P7 parents had arranged to group together and purchase hoodies for the 

P7 leavers. Ali and Val volunteered to look into this and co-ordinate.  

There will be a leavers’ assembly at school on 29
th

 June and there is normally a yearbook / 

photos. The parent council agreed to pay for the photos. 

 

5 Financial Update 

We have around £8,000 in the bank and have recently funded the M&M productions – 

beauty and the beast, for the school and food for the Christmas parties.  

We raised £715 from the raffle of the hampers at Christmas. 

 

6 Funding Requests 

At the last meeting, a roof for the bike shed was discussed and Annika would forward 

details of the Mears fund that might be available to support this. Tracy was happy to look 

into this. 

 

The recent vandalism of the outdoor classroom was discussed again. The repairs had now 

been done and most of the cost has been covered under Highland Council insurance but 

the school has to pay £250 and the parent council agreed to fund this. The anti-social 

behaviour in Inshes park and its surroundings continues to be discussed by various groups 

and the community council is currently looking into additional lighting for the area around 

the shelter in the park and possibly CCTV installation. Ken would ask that the plans for 

where the lights are to go be shared with Annika. 

 

7 Recent Events 

The school fayre on Thursday 8
th

 December raised £1,200 for the school and the hampers 

raised £715 for the parent council. Thanks to everyone who helped with this. 

 

8 Future Events 

The next school disco will be on Thursday 16
th

 February. The format will be 2 discos again 

as that seemed to work better. Sally volunteered to do nail painting and Denise has 

already arranged the face painter. Gill and Michelle will do Bookers run for snacks and 

drinks and for lucky dip etc. 



 

We discussed potential plans to celebrate school 10
th

 birthday which is this year. It was 

felt that instead of the normal summer fayre in June, we might consider a community 

“garden party” and evening might be better for this. Instead of this being a fundraising 

event it was suggested that the parent council could give funds to the school for rides etc. 

The dates of Thursday 24
th

 or Thursday 31
st

 August were discussed and it would be good if 

we could engage with businesses in the community that might want to get involved or 

provide support. Denise/Gill and Annika to discuss further and everyone to have a think 

about this and we can discuss further at the next meeting with a view to firming up on 

plans. 

 

9 Highland Parent Council Partnership - Web site is http://www.highlandpcp.org.uk 

 

The last HPCP meeting was on Wednesday 21
st

 December. Jane had circulated the minutes 

of that meeting to all PC members. They are looking for representatives for various roles, 

such as good practice co-ordinators, so if anyone is interested, they should let Jane know 

and she will pass details on. 

 

Jane has contacted all other primary schools in the Associated Schools Group to find out 

their views if it is proposed that the primaries move to 4.5 day week as is the case for 

secondary schools from August 2017. This was discussed by the Council at the start of last 

year and is not currently being pushed but it would still be good to know what the general 

view of the other parent councils in our area is. After discussion, it was agreed that we 

would continue to oppose any move to a 4.5 day week due to the nature of our catchment 

and many working parents and also the impact on P1-3 of longer days.  

 

10 Pupil Council update 

Sally normally attends the pupil council meetings but there haven’t been any meetings of 

the pupil council yet this year. Sally advised that unfortunately she is unable to continue to 

attend in future and Angie volunteered to take over from Sally. 

 

Another activity Sally is involved in is the bikeability and she encouraged other parents to 

get involved in this or think of some grandparents etc that might be interested as it is 

really worthwhile. It normally runs on a Tuesday from 1:30 to 2:30. Denise thanked both 

Sally and Angie for the time they’re giving to support the school in this. 

 

11 Local Community update 

Linsay attends the Inshes park community association meetings to represent the parent 

council. There haven’t been any meetings since our last parent council meeting but there 

has been correspondence regarding the lighting at the park and discussion about this so 

Linsay was aware of this.  

 

12 AOB 

A question was asked about the availability of music tuition in the school. Annika advised 

that there are various things provided – Kodaly in P3, Feis Rois in P5 and also with the 

Class Contact Reduction (CCR) teacher. For instrument tuition, we have piping and strings 



but there is no guitar teacher. We are really dependent on the Highland Council for this, 

and also availability of teachers and this is an area that has been hit by budget cuts in the 

past and continues to be so. As Ali is a music teacher, she knows that there are no guitar 

tutors any Highland Council schools.   

 

Annika reminded everyone that Inshes has now moved to be a paperless school and class 

and school newsletters will now just be posted on the blog. The school newsletter will be 

posted on the blog at the end of every month and a notice will be posted on the home 

page to let everyone know when it has been published. The school is also using an 

automated text message system to let people know about these. If anyone still needs a 

paper copy, they can let the school know and this can be arranged. Homework is also 

moving to being on the blog and some classes are already doing this. If anyone has 

problems with accessibility, they should contact the class teacher to discuss this. 

 

We discussed how to improve the communication of parent council meetings to carers 

and parents. The minutes are always on the blog and agenda and minutes on school notice 

board but it was agreed to put a paragraph in the next school newsletter to remind 

everyone of this and that we’re always very glad to have new members or contacts and 

helpers for events. 

 

There was discussion about how funding requests come forward. The majority of funding 

requests initiate from the school and from the pupil council, for example that is how the 

fundraising and purchase of the outdoor classroom started. The outdoor classroom cost 

£13,627 and the parent council secured lottery funding of £10,000 towards this. We also 

spent £5,834 on playground equipment.  

 

Any parent or carer is free to make a funding request to the parent council if there is a 

need that is linked with the school. In the past, for example, we have funded football 

goals, equipment for badminton, hockey equipment for the school and play equipment for 

the playground. We do have limited funds and need to try to allocate these towards things 

that will benefit as many pupils as possible. The more people that can allow time to get 

involved in fundraising, the more opportunity there will be for us to help the school and 

various associated groups. 

 

The Inshes tracksuits that are used for various sports have been funded from school funds 

in the past and some need to be replaced. The parent council agreed to provide some 

funding towards this. 

 

It was confirmed that the school will be closed on Monday 1
st

 May (May day holiday) and 

Thursday 4
th

 May (inset/election) but it will now be open on Monday 5
th

 June – which is a 

recent change. This will be included in the newsletter. 

 

13 Date of next meeting 

Tuesday 7
th

 March @ 7:30 at the school. 

 


